A month after the first operation the circumference of the head was exactly the same as before operation. At the present time (seventeen months after the first operation), the circumference of the head is 21 inches, the eyes are quite normal, the patient sits up and holds the head up, and seems in every way an intelligent baby.
In the second case the head began to enlarge when the patient was a fortnight old. It rapidly enlarged, and the doctor drew off 8 ozs. of cerebro-spinal fluid. A week later the head was as big as before tapping. The first operation was done by Mr Stiles when the patient was ten weeks old, the circumference of the head at that time being i8? inches.
No symptoms associated with deficient cerebral circulation developed after either operation. Seven weeks after the first operation, the circumference of the head measured I 8fV inches, and the child looked more intelligent. At the present time (yb months after the first operation), the patient looks happy, intelligent, and plump. The circumference of the head is 19! inches ; the anterior fontanelle is il by 2\ inches; the eyes are quite natural, and the child has lost the hydrocephalic look.
She holds the head up and turns it about as well as any child of the same age.
Apart from the fontanelle, the head is firmly ossified. The child has a good appetite, and has four incisor teeth, the two lower at 7 months, and the two upper at 9 months. The unusually early age at which the affection has appeared is of special interest.
